News & Highlights

25 November 2009: International Day on the Elimination of
Violence against Women

The 10th International Day for the Elimination of Violence
against Women was marked by a series of high-level
statements and events at UNHQ and around the world.

= In his message for the International Day, Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon affirmed:

“Our goal is clear: an end to these inexcusable crimes -- whether
it is the use of rape as a weapon of war, domestic violence, sex
trafficking, so-called “honour” crimes or female genital
mutilation/cutting. We must address the roots of this violence
by eradicating discrimination and changing the mindsets that
perpetuate it.”

UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, 24 November 2009.

http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=4255

= The Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes
and consequences, Ms. Rashida Manjoo, seized the opportunity
of the International Day on the Elimination of Violence Against
Women to present her approach to the mandate, both in terms
of thematic priorities and cooperation with other mechanisms,
with a view to enhance efforts to eliminate violence against
women. She stated:

"Significant progress achieved in recent years in the
international legal response to violence against women has
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UNIFEM launches global action platform to end violence
against women, 6 November 2009 - The global advocacy
initiative Say NO — UNITE to End Violence against Women will
stimulate, count and showcase actions on ending violence
against women. The innovative platform will spotlight global
efforts and demonstrate the groundswell of support and
actions on the issue. The multi-year initiative will contribute
through advocacy and outreach to the UN Secretary-General’s
Campaign “UNITE to End Violence against Women”. The initial
target is to reach 100,000 actions by March 2010 and 1 million
actions in one year.
http://www.saynotoviolence.org/about-say-no/

UN Trust Fund announces grantees for 2009, 24 November
2009 - The United Nations Trust Fund in Support of Actions to
Eliminate Violence against Women announced that it would
award nearly US$10.5 million in 2009 to 13 projects and
initiatives that are addressing gender-based violence in 18
countries.
http://www.unifem.org/news_events/story_detail.php?StorylD
=978

UN hosts special event on human trafficking, UNHQ, 22
October 2009 - The event “Giving Voice to the Victims and
Survivors of Trafficking”, organized by the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights, included survivors of human
trafficking, the High Commisioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay,
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Feature ltem:

Eliminating violence against women: the vital role of CEDAW

“The CEDAW Convention is at the core of our global mission of peace, development and human rights.
The legal obligations contained in the treaty flow from the UN's most basic mandate
for equal rights and the dignity of every human being.”

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, 3 December 2009

Last year, 2009, marked the thirtieth anniversary of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women?, which was adopted by the General Assembly in December 1979. The Convention and its monitoring body, the Committee
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, have been pivotal in the recognition of violence against women as a human
rights issue and in ensuring that the elimination of violence against women and the realization of women’s human rights are
common goals and shared obligations.

The Committee has made clear that although the Convention does



Holding States parties accountable through the Optional Protocol

The Optional Protocol to the Convention, which entered into force in 2000 provides for an individual complaints procedure and an
inquiry procedure. These procedures provide opportunities for holding States parties accountable for ensuring that violence
against women is prevented and addressed. In the case of A.T. v. Hungary?, the author claimed that the State party had failed in its
obligations to protect her from the physical violence and threats of her former partner, which had been ongoing for a number of
years. She could not access a shelter, as none in the country could support her and her two children, one of whom was disabled,
and protection or restraining orders were not available under the State party’s law. In this case the Committee noted a lack of
specific legislation to combat domestic violence and sexual ha



Feature Resources
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and crime {UNSbc), 2009.

The Framework for Action is a technical assistance tool to assist Member States in the effective implementation of the
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. The Framework is based on the objectives of the Protocol and its
provisions, following the three internationally recognized themes of prevention, protection and prosecution (the 3Ps) and
national and international cooperation and coordination. It recommends operational measures for each of the Protocol’s
provisions. These measures draw on other international instruments, political commitments, guidelines and good practices to
enable the implementation of a comprehensive anti-human trafficking response.
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